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Research	interests	
	
Plant	ecophysiology/grassland	ecology;	with	emphasis	on	plant	responses	to	environmental	
variables,	such	as	elevated	carbon	dioxide,	nutrients,	water;	role	of	plant-fungal	symbiosis	in	plant	
responses	to	environmental	stress;	interspecific	competition	in	grassland	ecosystems;	assessment	
of	the	effects	of	global	change	on	ecosystem	functioning	and	biodiversity.	
	
	
Academic	qualification	
	
1986-1992,	primary	degree	 	 	 	
Doctoral	Biology,	University	of	Amsterdam,	The	Netherlands	
	
1992-1996,	higher	degree	 	
PhD	Botany,	Trinity	College,	University	of	Dublin,	Ireland	
	
1997-1998		
Higher	Diploma	in	Education	(Biology),	
ILO,	University	of	Amsterdam,	The	Netherlands	



					
Work	experience	
	
2012-	 	 	 Post-doctoral	research	fellowship	from	Fundação	para	a		 	 	
	 	 	 Ciência	e	a	Tecnologia	(SFRH/BPD/79662/2011)	
	
2006-2012	 	 Post-doctoral	research	fellowship	from	Fundação	para	a		 	 	
	 	 	 Ciência	e	a	Tecnologia	(SFRH/BPD/26914/2006)	
	
1998-2004	 	 Teacher	of	biology,	RSG	Enkhuizen,	The	Netherlands	
	 	 	 Other	duties:	 teacher	of	mathematics		

coordinator	biology	program	first	and	second	years	
counsellor	for	first	years	(age-group	12-13	year)		
project	group	independent	learning		
project	group	study	planners	
nature	and	environment	education	coordinator	
IT	coordinator	biology	

	
1997-1998	 Development	of	educational	school	garden,	Zaanlands	Lyceum,	Zaandam,	

The	Netherlands	
	
1992-1996	 Supervisor	at	practical	work	in	biology	and	botany,	Trinity	College,	

University	of	Dublin,	Ireland	
	
	
Project	participation	
	
Responsible	for	the	management	and	execution	of	PTDC/CLI/64480/2006:	Climate	change	and	
Mediterranean	ecosystems	-	the	effect	of	precipitation	variability	on	the	understory	of	cork	oak	
woodlands.	Coordinator:	Prof.	J.S.	Pereira.	
	
Responsible	for	the	management	and	organization	of	partner	duties	of	EU	13	–	IMECC	project:	
Infrastructure	for	Measurement	of	the	European	Carbon	Cycle,	2007-2011.	
	
Participant	of	CARBOEUROPE-IP,	contract	GOCECT-2003-505572:	Assessment	of	the	European	
Terrestrial	Carbon	Balance.	Coordinator:	Ernst-Detlef	Schulze	(MPI-BGC).	
	
Participant	of	ESPACE:	project	2	–	GRASS,	contract	EV5V-CT93-0292:	European	Stress	Physiology	
and	Climate	Experiment.	Coordinator:	Prof.	M.B.	Jones.	
	
Participant	of	ENRICH:	European	Network	of	Research	on	the	Impact	of	CO2	on	Herbaceous	Crops,	
funded	under	EPOCH:	A	European	Community	Research	and	Development	Programme	on	
Climatology	and	Natural	Hazards.	Coordinator:	Prof.	M.B.	Jones.			
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